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Project Details

While the world’s scientists are keenly aware of the climatic and environmental 
impact oceans hold, 95 percent of the world’s oceans have yet to be explored. 
One of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)’s missions 
is to “understand and predict changes in climate, weather, oceans, and coasts.” To 
help accomplish this goal, they’ve enlisted the help of Riverside Technology, inc. 
(Riverside) to support the Coastal Data Development (CDD) Program activities at the 
John C. Stennis Space Center in Mississippi. Riverside provides subject matter experts, 
scientists, and scientific analysts, as well as on-board support of the NOAA ship 
Okeanos Explorer. The CDD’s work focuses mainly on the Gulf and West Coasts.

The CDD program falls under the office of the National Centers for Environmental 
Information (NCEI), which is the nation’s leading authority for environmental 
information. The CDD program is a leader in integrating physical, biological, chemical, 
and living marine resource data, focusing on the development of products and services 
that bring together scientists and coastal managers in support of coastal ecological 
and observational data and information. The core CDD mission is to improve the 
understanding, management, and use of coastal areas through increased utilization of 
coastal data and information.   

Riverside supports the CDD mission in three major areas:
• Service: Engaging with users, stakeholders, and the public to grow their awareness, 
understanding, access, and use of NCEI’s coastal, oceanographic, and geophysical 
products and services, as well as helping gather and validate stakeholder requirements
• Science: Conducting integrated scientific analysis of coastal marine environmental 
data sets to better understand historical trends, anomalies, and the frequency of 
events, as well as developing use-inspired products and services in support of coastal 
ecological and observational data and information
• Stewardship: Providing for the scientific stewardship of the long term 
coastal data record and guiding research scientists and data providers toward 
compliance with the NOAA plan for Public Access to Research Results (PARR)

Riverside’s specific tasks include project management and scientific and 
analytical expertise to develop coastal data and information requirements into 
coastal data projects, data and information management systems, geospatial 
data and information mapping services, scientific data documentation, and customer 
engagement services.

NOAA ship Okeanos Explorer is operated by the 
NOAA Commissioned Officer Corps and civilians,    

including Riverside employees, as part of NOAA’s fleet 
managed by NOAA’s Office of Marine and Aviation. 

www.riverside.com

NOAA National Center for 
Environmental Information (NCEI)

NOAA’s National Centers for Environmental 
Information (NCEI) are responsible for 
hosting and providing access to one of 
the most significant archives on earth, 
with comprehensive oceanic, atmospheric, 
and geophysical data. From the depths of 
the ocean to the surface of the sun and 
from million-year-old tree rings to near 
real-time satellite images, NCEI is the 
Nation’s leading authority for environmental 
information.

By preserving, stewarding, and maximizing 
the utility of the Federal government’s 
billion-dollar investment in high-quality 
environmental data, NCEI remains 
committed to providing products and services 
to private industry and businesses, local to 
international governments, academia, as 
well as the general public.
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